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Cutting Edge: Almaden resident Craig Colvin, owner of The

Sawdust Shop, proudly displays a cabinet and clock made by his
students. The Sawdust Shop provides both aspiring and Cover Story
experienced woodworkers a workshop away from home. y

Action, Camera: Almaden
resident produces film

Sawdust Shop a fantasy fulfilled for Hews
Hoffman/Via Monte neighbors

WOOdWO rke rS honor Dando with center name
Students welcome back

By Sarah Holcomb classroom volunteer who left
to serve tour of duty in
Kuwait, Iraq

The Sawdust Shop in Sunnyvale is bringing aspiring and experienced

carpenters in the Bay Area out of the woodwork. It's 100 s00n to know how
traffic from Coyote will affect
Almaden

The shop, which opened its doors in June on Oakmead Parkway, boasts a
3,000-square-foot retail area and a 4,000-square-foot workshop for anyone city lifts ban on selling

interested in carpentry. alcohol at gas stations
Owner Craig Colvin, an Almaden Valley resident for 10 years, said he  Lefiers & Opinions
wanted to provide a place where people who wanted to learn about Letters

woodworking could take classes and where experienced wood workers Traveling with the family is a

could work on their projects and procure supplies. ‘trip’

The idea came to him about a year ago when he was showing some friends Cartoon: DeCinzo
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a telescope he made out of wood. "A lot of my friends said they would

love to make their own telescopes but they had no access to a shop,”
Colvin said. m a G e

So Colvin did something about it.

-
The business is unique. So unique in fact, that Campbell and San Jose ww
could not accommodate it. Both cities told him they were not zoned for
such a business.

) ] . . Alzheimer's Association
San Jose gave Colvin the option of applying for a permit to rezone a brings together two Almaden

property, but said that that could take more than a year. Colvin said he women with a common goal
didn't want to pay rent for a year to wait for the rezoning process.

After 45 years, a local church
decides it's time to celebrate

Sunnyvale allowed him to have the industrial and retail areas, and also a
use permit to allow the classes.
Print media alive and well

Offering courses in woodworking was one of Colvin's goals from the
beginning. He has nine different classes at his shop, the most popular Almaden schools at head of
being the beginners course, Fundamentals of Woodworking. In this class, e classinattendance
students work on a wall cabinet or a mantel clock, which requires the use
of all the machines in the shop.

Chargers swamp the field in
water polo

The class also emphasizes safety in woodworking, as do the other classes,

Colvin said. Big second half lifts Pioneer to
lopsided win over Raiders

The classes are held on evenings and weekends and are taught by Mount ) .

. . ] Leland continues to dominate
Pleasant woodshop teacher Vic Hagman. Colvin said these classes are the Mt. Hamilton pack in girls
meant to accommodate complete novices who may have never worked tennis
with wood before.

Leland wins two straight but
then falls 42-14 to Branham

Other classes include basic joinery, surface decoration and kitchen cabinet

construction. Tough opponents, tough losses
for Leland girls volleyball
In the workshop area, Colvin has the machines that many avid team

woodworkers may have in their garage or workshop, but he has enough
extra space to allow him to have larger versions of those machines, and
thus do larger projects. For example, there is a 20-inch planer as well as a

- Something to say?
22-inch drum sander.

PDF: Crossword puzzle

Benjamin Johnston, a Los Gatos resident, used a machine in the workshop
to make the rockers for a rocking chair he is building for his pregnant

wife. He said that while he has a lot of woodworking machines at his — ¢jick here to register for the
home, he didn't have a drum sander large enough to finish that part of his Ssilicon Valley Marathon 5K

Almaden Valley Neighbors

. . . . San Jose Insid
Colvin also invested in a table saw, made by Saw Stop, which has a sensor =201

that detects human contact on the blade and automatically stops the blade

and lowers it below the table surface to prevent serious injury.
Basg;bqi!
= San Jose

The workshop area has large tables to work on, storage lockers and larger |
storage areas available for customers to rent if they don't want to take their
projects home with them.
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The retail area includes instructional books, tools, safety eyewear, lumber
and wood stains.

Memberships are offered and are available on an hourly or monthly basis
at prices ranging from $65 per month for a year-long, unlimited
membership to a $200 payment for full access to the shop for 10 hours,
usable in half-hour increments.

The 10-hour blocks come in handy for clients such as Johnston, who
wants a place to supplement his workshop at home.
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